
A quick guide to the Perseus Digital Library: 

Navigating a work 
This document provides a quick guide on how navigate through a work in the collections of 
the Perseus Digital Library, followed by a step-by-step example that you can work through 
for practice.  
 

Quick guide 
The texts are divided up into sections, and you can navigate through them in these 
different ways: 

 Using the Table of Contents 
The left-hand sidebar gives a Table of Contents with links to the various divisions. 
Use the links to jump to a particular point in the text. 

 Using the Navigation line 
The navigation line between the page header and the main text provides a visual 
representation of the Table of Contents. The blue highlighted segment is the 
current position in the text. Click on one of the gray segments to jump to another 
location in the text. 

 Using the forward and back arrows 
There are forward and back arrows just beneath the navigation line. Click on an 
arrow to step forward or backward by one section. 

 Entering the book/line number 
The textbox to the top right of the text contains an abbreviation of the author and 
work, and the section of text currently displayed. If you want to jump to a particular 
line, enter the book/line, book/chapter, combination in the textbox and press 
Enter. This will take you to the section of the text on which that line appears. 

 Changing the amount of text displayed 
The ‘View text chunked by’ section of the left sidebar shows how much text is 
displayed in the main text area. Select a different option to change how you view 
the text. 

 
 
 

Step-by-step example 
This example demonstrates how to navigate through the Iliad using each method. 

If you do not already have the first page of the Iliad displayed, follow this link to start: 
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0133%3Abook%3D1%3Acard%3D1 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0133%3Abook%3D1%3Acard%3D1


Using the Table of Contents 

In the Table of Contents list in the left-hand sidebar, select the link to lines 245–284. 

 
This section of text is displayed. 
 

 
 



Using the navigation line 

1. In the book navigation line, hover your mouse over the fourth gray segment along. 
  

Notice that the segment is highlighted and a prompt indicates that this represents 
book 5. 
 

2. Click the segment. 
The start of book 5 is loaded. 
 

 
 

3. In the card navigation line, click the third gray box along. 
 

 
The text for lines 84–120 (of book 5), is loaded. 
 

  



Using the forward and back buttons 

Just beneath the navigation line, click the right blue arrow. 

 
The  text for the next section is displayed (lines 121–158).  
 

Entering the book and line number 

In the textbox to the top right of the text, type Hom.Il.2.1 (for Homer, Iliad, book 2, 
starting at line 1), and press Enter. 

 
 
The text for book 2, lines 1–34, is displayed. 
 

Changing the amount of text displayed 

In the left sidebar under ‘View text chunked by’ the text is currently chunked by 
card: 

 
 
Select book. 
The whole of the first book of Iliad is displayed together on one page. 
 


