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Using Perseus under PhiloLogic—Searching for Collocates, 

With Illustrated Worked Examples 
One of the tools available online is PhiloLogic, which provides an additional set of search tools for 
the Perseus texts. This is just a brief introduction to using some of the refined search options on 
PhiloLogic, to search for collocates. 

This is not designed to be a detailed explanation of the tools, nor does it provide an introduction to 
corpus linguistics methodologies or guidance on the implications of collocation. It is simply 
intended as a quick guide so you can start to explore the Greek texts in different ways, for example 
as part of a word study of a particular Greek term. You can do this even if you do not know Greek, 
provided you know the transliterated Greek term you want to investigate. 

What is PhiloLogic? 
PhiloLogic describes itself as “interested in leveraging the rich encoding for searching the texts, 
and for other tasks that are less about reading and more about research: corpus linguistics, above 
all.” It is an open source set of search tools that enables you to carry out different types of search 
than those available on the Perseus website. 

What is Corpus Linguistics? 
Corpus linguistics is a way of studying language in large corpora — the plural of ‘corpus’, meaning 
‘body’, in this case a body of texts — using computer-driven searches to find patterns or statistical 
information more quickly and easily than through manual searching. It does not replace close 
reading, but it can help to locate passages for investigation. 

What are Collocates? 
Collocates are words that are located close to each other. If words occur together in statistically 
significant frequency, then close reading of the relevant passages might provide interesting results.  

In PhiloLogic you can search for collocates that appear up to 10 words away from your chosen word. 
Words that occur next to your word may form a phrase or pairing. If you find words that occur 
within a wider range, and they occur frequently, it might suggest that these two words are related 
thematically or through associations of meaning, within the oral tradition for example. 

What is a Lemma? 
A lemma is the dictionary headword, or the most basic form of a Greek word. It is often useful to 
search for this form of the word when you want to find all examples of the word regardless of 
grammatical form. 

See also:  
Quick Guide to Using Perseus under PhiloLogic—Searching for Words 
Quick Guide to Using Perseus under PhiloLogic—Refined Searches 
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Quick Guide: Searching for Collocates 

1. Go to the Perseus under PhiloLogic website. 
2. Select greek texts. 
3. Type in the word, or lemma, for which you are searching. 
4. Type in the author, if required. 
5. Select Refined Search Results. 
6. Select Collocation Table Spanning. 
7. Select the range of words. 
8. Check Use Lemmas. 
9. Click Search the Texts. 

Searching for Collocates: Worked Example 1 

In this example, you will search for collocates that occur within 3 words of the word oinops in the 
Homeric epics. 

1. Go to the Perseus under PhiloLogic website http://perseus.uchicago.edu/  

 
 

2. Select greek from the links in the top yellow section. 
The Greek Texts & Translations page is displayed. 

http://perseus.uchicago.edu/
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3. Type in the word, or lemma, for which you are searching. 
In this case, you want to search for all forms of oinops, so type the word lemma followed by 
a colon. 
Then type the word. If you have activated a keyboard with Greek characters, you can use 
that to type it in. Otherwise, you can type the transliterated form using a regular keyboard, 
but instead of ps you have to enter the character y to represent the single Greek character 
ψ so the search box should include: 

lemma:oinoy 

 

 
A list of the Greek characters and the characters to type in is given at the end of this 
document. 
 

4. Next to Orthography, select the Transliteration option. 
Note that if you had entered the Greek characters, you would select either Full diacritics (if 
you had included all the accents, etc.) or No diacritics (if you had used only the Greek 
letters). 
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5. Under Bibliographic Search Fields, for Author, type Homer. 

 
 

6. Select the Refined Research Results tab at the bottom. 
Additional search options are displayed. 

 
 

7. Select the Collocation Table option. 
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8. For the Spanning, select 1 from the drop-down list. 

 
 

9. Check the Use Lemmas checkbox. This ensures that the search will find all forms of the 
words that occur next to oinops. 
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10. In the Search for section near the top of the screen, click the Search the Texts button. 
A list of results is displayed. 
 

What do the Results Mean? 

You will see three columns of results, each sorted into frequency order.  

The first shows all words that occur within one word of oinops, that is, next to it. 

The other two columns separate the results of the first list into two more specific lists. The second 
column shows the list of words that appear one word to the left of oinops. The third column displays 
the words that appear one word to the right. 

As you can see from the results, the most frequent word that comes next to oinops is πόντος [pontos], 
and it always occurs to the right. 

The next two most frequent words are prepositions, ἐπί [epi, ‘on, across, over’] and ἐν [en, ‘on’], and 
they always occur to the left.  

See the end of Worked Example 2 to find out how to retrieve the line numbers of the passages 
where the results occur. 

Worked Example 2: Collocates Within 10 words 

Repeat the collocation search but set the span to 10 words. 

You should see a table that looks like this: 
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Here you can see the most frequent words are still the same, but there are additional words that 
occur with some frequency:  

 

Some of them might be fairly common words, for example in the ‘Right’ column ἄλλος [allos] means 
‘other’.  

But in the ‘Left’ column, the word ναῦς [naus, ‘boat’] occurs seven times within 10 words of oinops, 
so these passages might be worth looking at in more detail. 

To do this, click the link on the word ναῦς. 

A list of passages is displayed, showing the words highlighted. 
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If you do not read Greek, make a note of the title, book, line numbers (note that the numbers shown 
represent the first line of the passages shown, not necessarily the actual line in which the word 
appears), and then have a look at a translation to investigate in more detail what is happening in 
these passages and the overall context. 

 

 


